
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING - March 15, 1972 

Application No. 11093 - Gallaudet College, appellant 

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appellee 

On motion duly made, seconded and ca r r i ed  with Mr. McIntosh 
abstaining, the following Amended O r d e r  of the Board was entered a t  
the meeting of Februa ry  21, 1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - April 5, 1973 

ORDERED: 

That  the application for  review of campus plan for Gallaudet 
College a s  required by Section 3101.46 of the Zoning Regulations a t  
800 Flor ida Avenue, N. E . ,  nea r  Square W-4050 be GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Gallaudet College i s  an educational institution devoted 
exclusively to  the pract ical  and vocational instruction of deaf persons  
located a t  800 Flor ida Avenue, N. E. 

2. This application for: approval of the ult imate development 
of Gallaudet College (Campus Plan) ,  and cer ta in  buildings for immediate  
construction. 

3. The school i s  composed of th ree  main divisions; the college, 
the high school and the p r i m a r y  school, which a r e  physically separated 
but controlled and adminis tered centrally by the college. 

4. On August 24, 1972, the Department of Highways and Traff ic  
submitted a l e t t e r  of approval for Gallaudet 's  P l an  for the use  of Brentwood 
Parkway and Mount Olivet Road, N. E. On December 8, 1971, the National 
Capital Planning Commission approved final s i te  and building plan for  the 
model secondary school and related facil i t ies a s  necessi ta ted by the Zoning 
Regulations. 

5. On September 10, 1971, Gallaudet College received p e r -  
mission to  construct a 40 foot wide driveway a c r o s s  the land of Brentwood 
Parkway, U.S. Reservation 495 a s  an access  route to the college property.  
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6. The college m a s t e r  plan provides fo r  an ult imate enrollment 
of 2, 700 students to  be distributed a s  follows: 

1, 800 College students 
600 Model Secondary School students 
300 Elementary  School students (including 

pre-school) 

7. The Campus P lan  provides for  an  ult imate faculty and staff 
of 750 a s  follows: 

College 4 5 0 
Secondary School 200 
Elementary  School 100 

8. As a p a r t  of this  application, Gallaudet College i s  asking for  
approval of physical facil i t ies re la ted to  the secondary school and cer ta in  
other  support  facil i t ies re la ted to the campus a s  a whole a s  follows: 

Model Secondary School for  the Deaf 

College dining facil i t ies 

Cent ra l  plan to provide en t i re  campus with chilled 
water  and heating. 

Park ing  s t ruc tu re  

Utilities plaza 

Residential  facil i t ies to s e rve  the secondary school 

Gymnasium and pool faci l i t ies  

Staff housing for  the  secondary school 

Health facil i t ies 

future date the college will file a n  application with the 
Board for  approval of additional facil i t ies p r imar i ly  related to e lementary 
and pre-school  students. 
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10. The p r i m a r y  school, the secondary school and under- 
graduate portions of the college a r e  for the education of hearing 
impaired students with a l ibera l  a r t s  program of broad scope, At 
the graduate level,  college accepts both hearing and hearing impaired 
students for  training toward the Mas te r s  Degree in Education of the 
Deaf. They a l so  t ra in  audiologists and counselors to  work with the 
deaf. 

11. At the college level t he re  i s  a l so  a continuing education 
p rogram for  the deaf. This p rogram includes night c lasses  for  off-campus 
students and these students a r e  not included in the enrollment projections. 

12. The elementary school is not a res ident ia l  school whereas  
the secondary school will accomodate 600 residential  students and m o r e  
than 90% of the undergraduate college students will be housed on campus, 
a s  well a s  a l imited number of graduate students. 

13. The col lege 's  a rch i tec ts ,  engineers,  and planners submitted 
along with the Mas te r  P l an  an intent t o  subsequently update the existing 
plan before finalizing the plan. 

14. The ma jo r  purpose of the Master  Plan i s  to  allow Gallaudet 
College t o  achieve growth without destroying educational relationships and 
t o  c rea te  and maintain the kind of campus environment to  best  s e rve  the 
in te res t s  of higher education for the deaf. The ground a r e a  of the college 
i s  approximately 93 a c r e s .  

15. No opposition to  the plan was voiced a t  the public hearing, 
no r  w e r e  any l e t t e r s  of disapproval submitted to  the fi le fo r  consideration. 

16. Subsequent to  the issuance of an Orde r  effective December 13, 
1972, representat ives  of the College ra i sed  a number of questions regarding 
the clar i ty  of that Orde r  in person and by le t te r  dated January  5, 1973. 

0 PINION : 

This  i s  a request  by Gallaudet College pursuant to  Section 31 0 1.46 
of the Zoning Regulations to  secu re  Board approval of i t s  Campus Plan  and 
cer ta in  facil i t ies for  immediate  construction. Section 3101.46 obligates the 
applicant to  submit a Mas te r  P lan  showing location, height and bulk where  
appropriate for  a l l  p resent  and proposed improvements ,  including, but not 
l imited to, buildings, parking, signs,  s t r ee t s ,  recrea t ion  facil i t ies,  together 
with a description of a l l  activit ies conducted o r  to  be  conducted therein and 
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and capacity of a l l  p resent  and proposed campus development. The 
Board also requires  l e t t e r s  of approval f rom the National Capital 
Planning Commission and the D. C. Department of Highways and Traffic. 

The cardinal consideration that the Board carefully weighed i s  
whether o r  not such campus i s  so  located that it i s  not likely to become 
objectionable to the surrounding neighborhood because of noise, traffic,  
or number of students. The Board i s  of the opinion that this sor t  of 
condition i s  improbable. In fact, the physical character is t ics  of the 
college offers a pleasant and green open campus which adapts well with 
i t s  surroundings. However, the college i s  a self -contained community 
which does not par take of the character  of the neighborhood in substance. 

The s t ruc tura l  portion of the campus i s  centrally located and 
hence i s  not likely to  be offensive to  abutting and adjacent propert ies .  
Most of these facil i t ies a r e  severa l  hundred feet f rom the property line, 
with the neares t  s t ruc ture  being the secondary school building which i s  
approximately 100 feet f rom Mount Olivet Road. 

The Board specifically sanctions the plans for construction at  
this t ime of the following facilities: 

a. Model Secondary School for  the Deaf 

b. College dining facilities 

c, Central  plant, chilled water  and heating 

d. Parking s t ructure 

e. Utilities plaza 

f .  Residential facilities to  serve  the Secondary School 

g. Gymnasium and pool facil i t ies 

h. Staff housing for  secondary school 

i. Health facil i t ies 

The Board a lso  approves the campus plan a s  submitted subject 
to the following conditions: 
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a. Purpose  - -  Education of the deaf and hearing impai red  
persons  in  p r e -  school, e lementary,  secondary and college levels ,  
a s  well  a s  training of audiologists, counselors and teachers  of the deaf. 

b. Enrol lment  - -  Projec ted  total  enrollment of 2 ,  700 students 
and post-graduate students a s  follows: 

1 ,800  College students 
6 0 0 Secondary school students 
300 Elementary  school students 

c, Curr iculum - -  To be l imited to  the Liberal  A r t s  Education 
of the Deaf and post-graduate t ra ining of audiologists, counselors and 
teachers  of the  deaf. 

d. Facul ty  and Staff for  the  College Complex will be l imited 
a s  follows: 

College staff  450 
Secondary School Staff 200 
P r e  -school and 

Elementary School Staff 100 

e. Gross  F loo r  Area  - -  Maximum floor a r e a  t o  be 7 ,958,410 
square  feet. 

f. Lot Occupancy - -  Lot occupancy shall  be l imited to  the 
40% a s  permit ted in the  R-3 Dist r ic t .  

g. Building Height - -  a s  determined in accordance with the 
Zoning Regulations. 

h. Parking - -  

1. College 

450 t eache r s  = 300 spaces  
1 ,800  students = 180 spaces  

2. Secondary School 

200 t eache r s  = 134 spaces  
600 students = 30 spaces  
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3. E lementary  School 

100 t eache r s  = 68 spaces  
300 students = 0 spaces  

i. Fu tu re  development - -  Plans  for  the  remaining buildings 
that  have not been built o r  approved by this  Orde r ,  shal l  be submitted 
t o  the Board under s epa ra t e  appeal and before  the  College m a y  expand 
beyond the  2,700 students provisioned by the Campus P l an  an  amendment 
t o  the  Campus P l a n  m u s t  be approved by the  Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

All  proposed buildings and building e lements  a r e  t o  re la te  c losely  
t o  s i t e  topography with concern given to  the overa l l  impact  of the additions 
on the total  environmental  s cheme  of the a rea .  T r e e s  a r e  t o  be  maintained 
wherever  possible ,  so  a s  t o  re ta in  existing na tura l  fea tures  and campus 
uti l i t ies sy s t ems  a r e  t o  be  separa ted ,  that  i s ,  san i ta ry  sys t ems ,  s t o r m  
sewer  sys t ems  and solid was te  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be compacted for  bulk 
removal.  

We a r e  of the  opinion that  the proposed College is so located 
and the  act ivi t ies  a r e  t o  be such that  it is not likely t o  become objectionable 
to  adjoining and nearby  proper ty  because of noise ,  t raff ic ,  o r  other  
objectionable conditions. We a r e  fur ther  of the opinion that  the na ture  of 
th is  p ro jec t  i s  such that  p r e m i s e s  a r e  reasonably neces sa ry  and convenient 
to  the neighborhood which i t  is proposed to  se rve .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By: 
V~~~~~~ A. GROGAN 
Sec re t a ry  of the  Board 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD O F  
SIX MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD O F  SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE O F  THIS ORDER. 



Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING - March 15, 1972 

Application No. 11093 - Gallaudet College, appellant  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE D I S T R I C T  OF COLUMBIA, appellee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and ca r r ied ,  with M r .  
McIntosh abstaining and M r .  Scrivener absent,  the  following 
Order of t h e  Board was entered a t  t he  meeting of September 
25, 1972. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - December 13, 1972 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appl ica t ion fo r  review of campus plan fo r  
Gallaudet College as  required by Sect ion 3101.46 of t he  
Zoning Regulations a t  800 Florida Avenue, N.E., near 
Square W-4050, be GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Gallaudet College is  an educational i n s t i t u t i o n  
devoted exclusively t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and vocat ional  ins t ruc-  
t i o n  of deaf persons; located a t  800 Florida Avenue, N.E.  

2 .  The school is composed of t h r ee  main d iv i s ions ;  the  
col lege ,  high school and primary school, which a r e  physical ly 
separated but control led  and administered cen t r a l l y  by t h e  
col lege .  

3. It is Gal laudet ' s  plan t o  provide t he  s i t e  and broad 
programming of buildings required fo r  immediate growth of the  
i n s t i t u t i o n  and fo r  t h e  long range needs concomitant with t h e  
continued expansion of ex i s t ing  programs and the  i n i t i a t i o n  
of new programs. 

4.  The proposed Model Secondary School f o r  t he  Deaf 
(MSSD) t o  be located on t he  campus of Gallaudet College and 
access t o  t h e  school w i l l  be served by a proposed temporary 
road. 
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5. The master plan r e f l e c t s  the  temporary plans t o  
provide interim access t o  MSSD v ia  West Virginia Avenue 
and Brentwood Parkway. 

6 .  On August 24, 1972, t h e  Department of Highways 
and Tra f f ic  submitted a  l e t t e r  of approval of Gal laudet ' s  
MSSD plan fo r  the  use of Brentwood Parkway and Mount Olivet 
Road, N.E. On December 8,  1971 the  National Capitol  Planning 
Commission approved the  f i n a l  s i t e  and building plans f o r  
MSSD and r e l a t ed  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  necess i ta ted  by t h e  Zoning 
Regulations. 

7. On September 10, 1971, Gallaudet College received 
permission t o  construct  a  40 f ee t  wide driveway across t h e  
land of Brentwood Parkway. U.S. Reservation 495, a s  an 
access route  t o  t he  College property.  

8. Development of t he  master plan w i l l  be measured by 
t he  numerical growth of t h e  student body. The f i r s t  phase 
is designed t o  provide fo r  immediate growth up t o  and 
including 1200. The second phase i s  designed t o  accommodate 
1500 and the  t h i r d  phase w i l l  complete t h e  planned growth 
f o r  t he  col lege  t o  1800 students .  

9. Gallaudet College a r ch i t ec t s ,  engineers and planners 
submitted along with t he  master plan,  an i n t en t  t o  subsequently 
update the  ex i s t i ng  plan before f i n a l i z i n g  t he  plan. 

10. The major purpose of t he  Master Plan is  t o  allow 
Gallaudet College t o  achieve growth without destroying educa- 
t i o n a l  re la t ionsh ips ,  and t o  c r ea t e  and maintain t h e  kind of 
campus environment t o  bes t  serve the  i n t e r e s t s  of higher 
education fo r  t he  deaf .  

11. The ground area fo r  t h e  col lege is approximately 93 
acres with a  t o t a l  projected s t a f f  of 750 fo r  t h e  maximum 
incremental student capaci ty of 1800. 
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12.  The curr iculum s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  beg in  wi th  t h e  elemen- 
t a r y  l e v e l  inc lud ing  pre-school  and go t o  t h e  e i g h t h  grade.  
The secondary school  w i l l  inc lude  e i g h t h  through t h e  t w e l f t h .  
And t h e  c o l l e g e  t o  inc lude  bo th  undergraduate  and gradua te  
s t u d e n t s .  

13 .  The c o l l e g e  and gradua te  school  a r e  f o r  bo th  hea r ing  
and hea r ing  impaired s t u d e n t s ;  it w i l l  a l s o  t r a i n  a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  
counse lors ,  and t e a c h e r s  t o  work wi th  t h e  d e a f .  A program 
of Continuing Education w i l l  a l s o  be o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  
l e v e l  a t  n igh t  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  deaf persons.  

14.  No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  p l a n  was voiced a t  t h e  Publ ic  
Hearing nor were any l e t t e r s  of d i sapprova l  submit ted t o  t h e  
f i l e  f o r  cons ide ra t ion .  

OPINION: 

This  is  a  reques t  by Gal laudet  Col lege pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  
3101.46 of t h e  D.C. Zoning Regulat ions  t o  s ecu re  t h e  Board ' s  
approval  of i t s  p l a n  t o  develop t h e  campus. S e c t i o n  3101.46 
o b l i g a t e s  t h e  app l i can t  t o  submit a  master p l a n  showing l o c a t i o n ,  
h e i g h t ,  and bu lk ,  where appropr i a t e ,  of a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed 
improvements, inc lud ing  but  not  l i m i t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  park ing ,  
s i g n s ,  s t r e e t s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  , a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  conducted o r  t o  be  conducted t h e r e i n  and c a p a c i t y  
of a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed campus development. The Board 
a l s o  r e q u i r e s  l e t t e r s  of approval  from t h e  Nat iona l  C a p i t o l  
Planning Commission and t h e  Department of Highways & T r a f f i c .  

The c a r d i n a l  cons ide ra t ion  t h a t  t h e  Board c a r e f u l l y  
weighs is  whether o r  not  such campus is s o  loca t ed  t h a t  it i s  
l i k e l y  t o  become ob jec t ionab le  t o  t h e  surrounding neighborhood 
because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c  o r  number of s t u d e n t s .  The Board i s  
of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  of cond i t ion  is  improbable. In  
f a c t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  c o l l e g e  o f f e r s  a  
p l e a s a n t  and green open campus which adopts  w e l l  w i th  i t s  
surroundings.  However, t h e  c o l l e g e  is  a  s e l f - con ta ined  
community which does no t  pa r t ake  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
neighborhood i n  substance.  
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The campus locat ion  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  surrounding 
neighborhood is  c e n t r a l l y  located and hence is  not offensive 
t o  abut t ing  and adjacent p roper t i e s .  It is severa l  hundred 
f e e t  from property l i n e s  with t he  nearest  s t r u c t u r e  being 
t he  secondary school which is approximately 100 f e e t  of 
Mount Olivet Road. 

The Master Plan includes immediate plans t o  e r ec t  t he  
following f a c i l i t i e s  : 

a. Model Secondary School for  the  Deaf (MSSD) 

b. College d in ing f a c i l i t i e s  

c .  Centra l  p l an t ,  c h i l l e d  water and heat ing provided 

d. Parking s t r u c t u r e  

e .  U t i l i t i e s  plaza 

f .  Res ident ia l  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  serve t he  secondary school 

g.  ~ymnas ium; pool f a c i l i t i e s  

h. S t a f f  housing fo r  secondary schools 

i. Health f a c i l i t y  

The Board genera l ly  subscribes t o  t h e  campus plan as  
submitted. But r e s t r i c t s  bui ld ings  " t o  be located" as  
indica ted  by t he  Master Plan with each t o  be separa te ly  
approved. The Board s p e c i f i c a l l y  sanct ions the  plans f o r  t h e  
secondary school (MSSD) but reserves t he  r i g h t  t o  review 
projec ted  plans a t  any time. 

The campus plan as  submitted is  fu r the r  condi t ional  by 
t he  following s t i p u l a t i o n s  : 
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Purpose - education of the  deaf and hearing impaired 
persons on elementary, secondary and col lege  l eve l s ,  
t r a i n  audiologists  and r e l a t ed  persons. 

Enrollment - projected incremental student enrollment 
not t o  exceed 1800 students .  

Floor Area Ratio - maximum FAR t o  be 7,958,410 
square f e e t .  

Expansion - any.plans  t o  accommodate s tudents  i n  
excess of 1800 w i l l  necess i t a te  scrupulous review 
and considerat ion by t he  Board. 

Lot Occupancy - Gallaudet College is  i n  an R-3 
D i s t r i c t  (row dwellings) which permits a  maximum 
of 4Pk. 

Building Height - Section 3201.24 - no building i s  
t o  exceed 41 f e e t  gross height .  

Parking - (a )  MSSD 
200 teachers = 71 spaces 
600 students  = 30 spaces 
Minimum of 101 spaces t o  be provided 

(b) College 
300 teachers  = 200 spaces 
9.0 s tudents  = 91 spaces 
Minimum of 291 spaces t o  be provided 

A l l  proposed buildings and bui ld ing elements a re  t o  r e l a t e  
c lose ly  t o  s i t e  topography with concern given t o  t he  overa l l  
impact of t he  addit ions or  t he  t o t a l  environmental scheme of 
t h e  area .  Trees a r e  t o  be maintained where ever poss ib le  so  
too a l l  ex i s t i ng  na tura l  f ea tu res ;  campus u t i l i t i e s  system 
is  t o  be separa te ,  i . e . ,  s an i t a ry  system, storm system; s o l i d  
waste mater ia l  t o  be compacted f o r  bulk removal. 

We a re  of t he  opinion t h a t  t h e  proposed col lege  is  so 
located and the  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be such t h a t  it is  not l i ke ly  

t o  become object ionable t o  adjoining and nearby property because 
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o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  ad jo in ing  and nearby p r o p e r t y  because of 
n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  cond i t i ons .  We are 
f u r t h e r  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  
such t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  premises a r e  reasonably necessary  and 
convenient  t o  t h e  neighborhood which it is  proposed t o  s e rve .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT IS F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 



Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .  C .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- March 15, 1972 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11093 Gal laudet  Col lege ,  appe l l an t  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appe l l ee  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  wi th  M r .  McIntosh 
a b s t a i n i n g ,  t h e  fol lowing Amended Order of t h e  Board was en te red  
a t  t h e  meeting of February 2 1 ,  1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- February 22, 1973 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  review of campus p l a n  f o r  Gal laudet  
Col lege a s  requi red  by Sec t ion  3101.46 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  
a t  800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N.E.  , near  Square W-4050 b e  GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Gal laudet  Col lege is an educa t iona l  i n s t  i t u t  i on  devoted 
e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  of deaf 
persons loca t ed  a t  800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N .  E. 

2 .  This a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r :  approval  of t h e  u l t i m a t e  develop- 
ment of Gal laudet  College(Campus P l a n ) ,  and c e r t a i n  b u i l d i n g s  
f o r  immediate cons t ruc t ion .  

3. The school  is composed of t h r e e  main d i v i s i o n s ;  t h e  
c o l l e g e ,  t h e  h igh  school  and t h e  primary school ,  which a r e  
p h y s i c a l l y  sepa ra t ed  b u t  c o n t r o l l e d  and adminis tered c e n t r a l l y  
by t h e  c o l l e g e .  

4 .  On August 24, 1972, t h e  Department of Highways and T r a f f i c  
submit ted a  l e t t e r  of  approval  f o r  G a l l a u d e t ' s  Plan f o r  t h e  use  
of Brentwood Parkway and Mount Ol ive t  Road, N. E.  On December 8 ,  
1971, t h e  Nat ional  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission approved f i n a l  s i t e  
and b u i l d i n g  p l an  f o r  t h e  model secondary school  and r e l a t e d  
f a c i l i t i e s  a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  
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5. On September 10, 1971, Gal laudet  Col lege  r ece ived  per-  
miss ion t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  40 f o o t  wide driveway a c r o s s  t h e  land of 
Brentwood Parkway, U .  S  . Reserva t ion  495 a s  an  access  r o u t e  t o  
t h e  c o l l e g e  p rope r ty .  

6. The c o l l e g e  master  p l a n  prov ides  f o r  an u l t i m a t e  enrol lment  
of 2,700 s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  fo l lows:  

1,800 Col lege  s t u d e n t s  
600 Model Secondary School s t u d e n t s  
300 Elementary School s t u d e n t s  ( i nc lud ing  pre -school )  

7. The Campus Plan prov ides  f o r  an u l t i m a t e  f a c u l t y  and 
s t a f f  of 750 a s  fol lows:  

Col lege  450 
Secondary School 200 
Elementary School 100 

8. A s  a  p a r t  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  Gal laudet  Col lege  i s  ask ing  
f o r  approva l  of p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  secondary school  
and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  support  f a c i l i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  campus a s  a  
whole a s  fo l lows:  

a .  Model Secondary School f o r  t h e  Deaf 

b .  Col lege  d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  

c .  C e n t r a l  p l a n  t o  provide e n t i r e  campus wi th  c h i l l e d  
water  and hea t ing .  

d.  Parking s t r u c t u r e  

e .  U t i l i t i e s  p l a z a  

f .  R e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  secondary school  

g .  Gymnasium and pool  f a c i l i t i e s  

h .  S t a f f  housing f o r  t h e  secondary schoo l  

i. Heal th  f a c i l i t i e s  
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9. A t  a  f u t u r e  d a t e  t h e  c o l l e g e  w i l l  f i l e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  Board f o r  approval  of a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  p r i m a r i l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  elementary and pre-school s t u d e n t s .  

10. The primary schoo l ,  t h e  secondary school  and undergraduate  
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  c o l l e g e  a r e  f o r  t h e  educa t ion  of hear ing  impaired 
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  l i b e r a l  a r t s  program of broad scope.  A t  t h e  
gradua te  l e v e l ,  c o l l e g e  accep t s  b o t h  hea r ing  and hea r ing  - impaired 
s t u d e n t s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  toward t h e  Masters Degree i n  Education of 
t h e  Deaf. They a l s o  t r a i n  a u d i o l o g i s t s  and counse lors  t o  work 
w i t h  t h e  dea f .  

11. A t  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  t h e r e  is a l s o  a  cont inuing educa t ion  
program f o r  t h e  d e a f .  This  program inc ludes  n igh t  c l a s s e s  f o r  
of f-campus s t u d e n t s  and t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  not  included i n  the  
enrol lment  p r o j e c t  ions .  

1 2 .  The elementary school  i s  not  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  school  
whereas t h e  secondary school  w i l l  accomodate 600 r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t u d e n t s  and more than  90% of t h e  undergraduate c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  b e  housed on campus, as w e l l  a s  a  l i m i t e d  number of g radua te  
s t u d e n t s .  

13. The c o l l e g e ' s  a r c h i t e c t s ,  eng inee r s ,  and p l anne r s  sub- 
m i t t e d  a long w i t h  t h e  Master Plan an i n t e n t  t o  subsequent ly  
up-date t h e  e x i s t i n g  p l a n  b e f o r e  f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  p l an .  

14. The major purpose of t h e  Master Plan is t o  a l low 
Gal laudet  Col lege  t o  achieve growth without  des t roy ing  educa t iona l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t o  c r e a t e  and main ta in  t h e  kind of campus 
environment t o  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of h igher  educat ion f o r  
t h e  dea f .  The ground a r e a  of t h e  c o l l e g e  is  approximately 93 
a c r e s .  

15. No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  p l a n  was voiced a t  t h e  pub1 ic 
hea r ing ,  nor were any l e t t e r s  of d i sapprova l  submit ted t o  t h e  
f i l e  f o r  cons ide ra t ion .  

16. Subsequent t o  t h e  i s suance  of an Order e f f e c t i v e  
December 13,  1972, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  c o l l e g e  r a i s e d  a  number 
of ques t ions  regard ing  t h e  c l a r i t y  of t h a t  Order# i n  person and 
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by l e t t e r  dated January 5 ,  1973. 

O P I N I O N  : 

This i s  a  request by Gallaudet College pursuant t o  Section 
3101.46 of the Zoning Regulations t o  secure Board approval of 
i t s  Campus Plan and cer ta in  f a c i l i t i e s  for  immediate construction. 
Section 3101.46 obligates the  applicant t o  submit a  Master Plan 
showing location,  height and bulk where appropriate for  a l l  present 
and proposed improvements, including, but not limited t o ,  buildings, 
parking, s igns,  s t r e e t s ,  recreation f a c i l i t i e s ,  together with a 
descr ipt ion of a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  conducted or t o  be conducted therein  
and capacity of a l l  present and proposed campus development. The 
Board a l so  requires l e t t e r s  of approval from the National Capital  
Planning Commission and the  D. C .  Department of Highways and Traff ic .  

The cardinal  consideration t h a t  the  Board careful ly  weighed 
i s  whether or not such campus i s  so located tha t  it i s  not l i ke ly  
t o  become objectionable t o  the surrounding neighborhood because of 
noise, t r a f f i c ,  or  number of students.  The Board i s  of the  
opinion t h a t  t h i s  so r t  of condition i s  improbable. In f ac t ,  the  
physical charac te r i s t ics  of the  college of fe rs  a pleasant and 
green open campus which adapts well with i t s  surroundings. However, 
the  college i s  a  self-contained community which does not partake 
of the  character of the  neighborhood in  substance. 

The s t ruc tu ra l  portion of t he  campus i s  cen t ra l ly  located and 
hence i s  not l i ke ly  t o  be offensive t o  abutt ing and adjacent 
propert ies.  Most of these f a c i l i t i e s  are several  hundred fee t  
from the  property l ine ,  with the nearest s t ruc ture  being the  
secondary school building which i s  approximately 100 f ee t  from 
Mount Olivet Road. 

The Board spec i f ica l ly  sanctions the plans fo r  construction 
a t  t h i s  time of the following f a c i l i t i e s :  

a. Model Secondary School for  the Deaf 

b. College dining f a c i l i t i e s  

c .  Central p lan t ,  ch i l led  water and heating 

d. Parking s t ruc ture  
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e .  U t i l i t i e s  p l a z a  

f .  R e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Secondary School 

g.  Gymnasium and pool  f a c i l i t i e s  

h .  S t a f f  housing f o r  secondary school  

i. Heal th  f a c i l i t i e s  

The Board a l s o  approves t h e  campus p l a n  a s  submit ted s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  fo l lowing  cond i t i ons :  

a .  Purpose -- Education of  t h e  deaf  and hea r ing  impaired 
persons  i n  pre-school ,  e lementary,  secondary and c o l l e g e  l e v e l s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t r a i n i n g  of a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  counse lors  and t e a c h e r s  of 
t h e  dea f .  

b .  Enrollment -- Pro jec t ed  t o t a l  enrol lment  of 2,700 
s t u d e n t s  and post-graduate  s t u d e n t s  a s  fo l lows:  

1,800 Col lege  S tuden t s  
600 Secondary School Student s 
300 Elementary School S tudents  

c .  Curriculum -- To b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  L i b e r a l  A r t s  Education 
of t h e  Deaf and pos t -gradua te  t r a i n i n g  of a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  counse lors  
and t e a c h e r s  of t h e  dea f .  

d. Facu l ty  and S t a f f  f o r  t h e  Col lege Complex w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  
a s  fol lows:  

Col lege S t a f f  450 
Secondary School S t a f f  200 
Pre-school and 

Elementary School S t a f f  100 

e. Gross F loor  Area -- Maximum f l o o r  a r e a  t o  be  7,958,410 
squa re  f e e t .  

f .  Lot occupancy -- Lot occupancy s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
40% a s  pe rmi t t ed  i n  t h e  R-3 D i s t r i c t .  
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g. Building Height -- Section 3101.24 -- No building s h a l l  
exceed a  height of 40 f e e t  as  determined i n  accordance with t he  
Zoning Regulations. 

h. Parking -- 

Colleqe 

450 teachers  = 300 spaces 
1,800 students  = 180 spaces 

Secondary School 

200 teachers  = 134 spaces 
600 students  = 30 spaces 

Elementary School 

100 teachers = 68 spaces 
300 students  = 0  spaces 

i. Future development -- Plans fo r  the  remaining buildings 
t h a t  have not been b u i l t  or  approved by t h i s  Order, s h a l l  be sub- 
mit ted t o  the  Board under separa te  appeal and before t h e  College 
may expand beyond the  2,700 students  provisioned by t h e  Campus 
Plan an amendment t o  t he  Campus Plan must be approved by the  
Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

A l l  proposed buildings and building elements a re  t o  r e l a t e  
c lose ly  t o  s i t e  topography with concern given t o  t he  ove ra l l  
impact of t he  addit ions on the  t o t a l  environmental scheme of the  
area.  Trees a r e  t o  maintained whereever poss ib le ,  so  as  t o  r e t a i n  
ex i s t i ng  na tura l  fea tures  and campus u t i l i t i e s  systems are  t o  be 
separated,  t h a t  i s ,  s an i t a ry  systems, storm sewer systems and 
s o l i d  waste mater ia ls  t o  be compacted fo r  bulk removal. 

We are  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t he  proposed College is  so  located 
and the  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t o  be such t h a t  it i s  not l i ke ly  t o  become 
object ionable t o  adjoining and nearby property because of noise,  
t r a f f i c ,  o r  o ther  objectionable conditions. We a re  fu r ther  of t he  
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op in ion  t h a t  t he  na ture  of t h i s  project i s  such t h a t  p r e m i s e s  a re  
reasonably necessary and convenient  t o  t h e  neighborhood w h i c h  it 
is  proposed t o  serve. 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C . BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
.: ...,: l'!', 

GEORGE A.  GROGAN 
Secretary of t he  B o a r d  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF  S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT IS F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF  T H I S  
ORDER. 


